Colorado State University

Sample Deception Debriefing Form

For the Study entitled:

“_______________________________”

Dear Participant;

During this study, you were asked to ________________________________1.  You were told that the purpose of the study was to ____________________2. The actual purpose of the study was ______________________3.

In short, we deceived you in the original consent and study description.  We apologize that we could not reveal the true nature of our research to you up front as is the expectation with most research, but we hope that you can see why it was necessary to keep this information from you.  We did not tell you everything about the purpose of the study because _____________4.  Please feel free to discuss any concerns about this with us.  It is important that you know that we take both research ethics and our responsibility to inform prospective study participants very seriously; deception is only used in research settings when we are convinced that we simply cannot answer the question we seek to address without either temporarily withholding some information, or temporarily misinforming you about the nature of the study.  You should also know that we carefully discussed the rationale for any deception within our research team, and that the CSU IRB (Human Subjects research ethics committee) has reviewed and approved the use of deception for this study.
Given this, the major purpose of the debriefing you are now reading is to be certain that you ARE fully informed of the true nature of the research you just participated in, and are given an opportunity to provide fully informed consent.
In light of this disclosure about our use of deception, you may decide that you do not want your data used in this research.  We will be happy to provide any information we can to help answer questions you have about this study.  If you would like your data removed from the study and permanently deleted please [insert instructions on how participant can have study data deleted].  5
If you have questions about this research or your participation in the study, please contact me at (contact info), or my faculty advisor, (name, contact info). If you would like to receive a copy of the final report of this study (or a summary of the findings) when it is completed, please feel free to contact us.

Further Reading(s):

If you would like to learn more about [insert research topic] please see the following references:

[list out related citations]

If you have questions about your rights as a research participant, you may contact the CSU IRB at:  CSU_IRB@colostate.edu; 970-491-1553.

____________________________6    
________________________________
PI & Co-PI                              Date





Date
Option to opt my data out:

After learning of the nature of this research, and the rationale for the use of deception, I do not consent to the use of my data, and would like to have my data removed from the research: (
______________________________________
_________________

Signature of Participant or Participant #
Date
Instructions:

1. Using information from the original consent document, describe the task.

2. State the purpose, as written in the consent.

3. State the actual purpose.

4. Reasons for not being forthright 
5. Instructions on how to withdraw data

6. Add your signature, printed name and date.

