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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for the  
OVPR Quarterly Strategic Investment Process 

 
 
1.  What is the purpose of the OVPR Quarterly Strategic Investment Process?  
 
The purpose of this seasonal process is to synchronize the submission of funding requests, provide a means to 
strategically assess funding needs across a larger pool of proposals, and establish a common set of funding criteria.  
The Quarterly program provide a useful mechanism for the OVPR to identify and track needs across campus.  In 
many instances, once requests are received, we can connect researchers with funding either through the quarterly 
process or through other funding mechanisms.   
 
2.  Does this process replace funding mechanisms for cost share, start-ups/retention offers, Core 
Facilities/Specialized Services, Programs of Research and Scholarly Excellence (PRSEs) or renovation facilitated 
through the Research Building Revolving Fund (RBRF)? 
 
The OVPR Quarterly Strategic Investment Process does not replace these funding activities.  Requests for 
mandatory cost share, start-up and retention offers, Core/Specialized Facilities, PRSEs will continue to be handled 
separately.  Some renovation projects are collected through the quarterly mechanism, but in general, requests for 
renovation activities involving RBRF processes will continue to be handled separately.   
 
3.  Is there a limit to the amount of funding that can be requested? 
 
The minimum funding amount that will be considered for this quarterly process is $10,000 from all combined 
sources.  Approximately $100,000 is available each quarter for a total of $400,000 each fiscal year.    Awards are 
limited to the funds available each quarter.  In some instances, we can identify alternate funding sources for 
specific projects and, in those cases, the OVPR ultimately provides funding in excess of the $400K annual budget. 
 
4.  Does this program include requests for mandatory cost share funding?   
 
The quarterly investment program does not include mandatory cost share commitments.  A separate pool of 
funding has been reserved specifically for cost share needs.  As in the past, the Colorado Higher Education 
Competitive Research Authority (CHECRA) may have funds available on a competitive basis to help support CSU’s 
special research needs. The OVPR will continue to advocate with CHECRA for support as needed.   
  
5.  Our college has a need for mandatory cost share funding support now.  Do we need to wait until the funding 
request period opens? 
 
As detailed above, mandatory cost share funding is not a part of the Quarterly process.   Requests to OVPR for 
mandatory cost share support may be submitted on an as needed basis.  The customary Institutional Commitment 
Form (ICF) and backup documentation detailing the cost share requirements may be used to request cost share 
funding. 
 
6.  What is the review process?  What funding criteria are being used? 
 
All proposals will be reviewed by members of the OVPR Team, the Council of Research Associate Deans, and other 
expert reviewers from the campus research community.  Input may be solicited from advisory groups such as VPAC 
and INSTAR as may be needed.  The final funding decisions will be made by the OVPR.  Proposals will be evaluated 
based on the merits of the request considering the information provided.  Feedback will be provided on all funding 
requests that are not granted in a given funding cycle and unfunded requests may be submitted in a subsequent 
quarter.  The amount of funding requested is only a determinant relative to the total funding available.  Special 
consideration will be given to activities that are collaborative, i.e., those that involve PIs from multiple disciplines, 
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departments, colleges or other units.  Likewise, collaborative funding from PIs, colleges, departments, and other 
sources is strongly encouraged. 
 
7.  How long will it take to make funding decisions? 
 
Funding decisions for proposals submitted under the quarterly allocation process will be made by no later than 45 
days after the submission deadline.  As described above, mandatory cost share funding decisions and start-
up/retention funding decisions are not part of the quarterly allocation process.   
 
8.  What if there is a critical funding need that falls outside the submission period? 
 
The OVPR will continue to accept funding requests that are of a critical (emergency) nature or that represent 
unanticipated college and department needs.  Examples could include catastrophic instrument failures or other 
unforeseen circumstances.  The Request for VPR Funding form should be used to submit any and all funding 
requests for such critical needs. 
 
9.  I submitted a proposal and was provided funding in a prior period.  Can I submit another funding proposal in 
the future? 
 
Given the limited funding available, the OVPR would like to make funds available as broadly as possible across the 
entire campus.  Nevertheless, the OVPR will accept multiple funding requests from the same individual.  Funding 
decisions are based on the merits of the proposals received in a given funding period. 
 
10.  Can I resubmit an unfunded proposal in a subsequent quarter? 
 
As noted above, proposals that are not funded in any given quarter may be resubmitted in a subsequent quarter.  
Given the level of funding available, we are often not able to fund proposals that are highly meritorious.  Both the 
merit of the proposal and the availability of funds are considered in making final decisions in any given quarter.  
The OVPR encourages proposers to seek additional feedback on unfunded proposals prior to resubmission. 
 
11.  Does the category I submit to play a part in the funding decision? 
 
As noted in the RFP, the quarterly call for proposals has several categories for the various activities that are eligible 
for funding through this mechanism.  Proposals are reviewed and rank-ordered in comparison to other proposals 
within the same category.  Nevertheless, there is no guarantee that the final awards in any given quarter will be 
spread evenly across the categories.   


