Policy on Rapid/Tentative Approvals

Revised policy approved by the IBC on October 8, 2008
Only those projects that fall under Section III-E of the NIH Guidelines are eligible for rapid/tentative approval. Projects that fall under Sections III-A through III-D are not eligible rapid/tentative approval. Please consult the NIH Guidelines or contact the IBC Coordinator for questions regarding the eligibility of a project.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When a request for rapid approval is received by the IBC Coordinator, the request (along with the reason such approval is needed) is forwarded to the IBC Chair. The IBC Chair makes the determination whether or not to send the request to the committee for tentative approval. If the IBC Chair agrees that tentative approval is warranted, then the IBC Coordinator forwards the request to the rest of the committee. A minimum of 7 voting members (a quorum) must review and agree to tentative approval. If there are any objections/concerns by any member of the committee, they must be resolved prior granting tentative approval. If the Agent Approval Request Form and/or Project Approval Request Form involve the use of plants, the 2 plant members must be part of the 7 who review the request.
Once tentative approval has been granted, the IBC Coordinator informs the investigator that their request has been tentatively approved, pending full review at the next scheduled IBC meeting. The investigator may begin working on the project unless otherwise instructed, however the IBC has the authority to suspend or modify the project if additional concerns/problems arise during the full review.

