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This paper was presented as part of the 2006 Symposium at the annual October meeting of the Society 

of Research Administrators International in Quebec City, where it was awarded Best Paper of the Year. 

This paper discusses the contrasting perspectives· of academic prose versus grant writing, and 

lists strategies grant specialists can use to help researchers break old habits and replace them with 

techniques better suited to the world of competitive grant proposals. 

When they are new to the grant game, even 

scholars with fine publishing records can struggle 

with proposal writing. Many are surprised to find 

that the writing style that made them successful 

as academics is not well suited to crafting a 

winning proposal. To succeed at grant writing, 

most researchers need to learn a new set of 

writing skills. 

Academic Writing 

For purposes of this discussion "academic 

writing" is defined as that style commonly 

adopted for scholarly papers, essays, and journal 

articles. The following is a typical example: 

Taken together with the findings from the 

present study that (a) workplace aggression 

in the primary job was more closely 

associated with negative work experiences 

and (b) both situational and individual 

characteristics played a role in aggression 

in the secondary job, future research 

might benefit from a greater focus on the 

subjective salience of the job as a moderator 

of the relationship between workplace 
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experiences and supervisor-targeted 

aggression. Indeed, despite the differential 

effects of situational and individual 

difference factors on aggression, it is notable 

that the individual difference factors exerted 

a consistent but relatively low-level effect 

on aggression across contexts, whereas the 

more salient situational experiences exerted 

context-specific effects. (Inness, Barling, 

and Turner, 2005) 

Look at the Difference 

To start, glance at the first pages in any sampling 

of winning grant proposals. The first thing you 

notic,e is that they look different from pages in 

typical academic journals. Sentences are shorter, 

with key phrases underlined or bolded to make 

them stand out. Lists are printed bullet style. 

Graphs, tables and drawings abound. Now read 

the pages more carefully. The writing is more 

energetic, direct and concise. The subject matter 

is easy to understand, as there are fewer highly 

technical terms. Each time you learn something 

about a subject entirely new to you. You are 

intrigued by exciting new ideas that have a good 
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