
 

Colorado State University 

Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 

Policy on Care of Non-Research Animals 

Purpose 

This policy clarifies the expectations for the care of animals that do not fall under the research, teaching, 
or testing categories (hereafter referred to as non-research animals), or the CSU Policy on Animal 
Control and Removal. 

Background 

Colorado State University is committed to the highest ethical standards of animal care and use. This 
policy outlines the expectations for animal husbandry and establishes roles and responsibilities for CSU 
units or organizations housing non-research animals in areas that can be accessed by members of the 
public or the CSU campus community. The policy does not apply to employee-owned animals brought to 
campus and housed in individual offices (e.g., in a personal office not meant for general display).  

Policy 

IACUC Review  

All CSU units or organizations that wish to house non-research animals must have an approved IACUC 

protocol or waiver in place before the animals can be held on campus. The point of contact (POC) must 

be the PI for the IACUC protocol. You can access the IACUC protocol and waiver submission system 

through Kuali Protocols. 

The Point of Contact 

The point of contact (POC) must be a faculty member and holds ultimate responsibility for the conduct 
of all personnel involved in the activity, particularly regarding animal care and use.   

To ensure continuity of care and emergency preparedness, secondary POCs must also be designated. If 
both the primary and secondary POC will be off-campus for more than 24 hours, an alternate POC must 
be assigned, and the AV must be notified in advance. 

Facilities 

All non-research animal holding facilities or spaces must be reviewed and approved by the IACUC prior 

to use, must be inspected by the IACUC semi-annually, and are subject to inspection by the IACUC semi-

annually. 

All animal housing areas must follow generally accepted standards for the species. 



 

Veterinary Care 

The POC is responsible for immediate notification to the Attending Veterinarian or veterinary staff of 

health problems.  

Standard Operating Procedures 

Non-research animal holding areas must have Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) that outline the 
following:  
Documentation of animal care procedures is required including:  

1. Feed and water routines 

2. Enclosure maintenance including bedding or substrate cleaning/replacement 

3. The design and layout of enclosures, including substrate types and sources, lighting (types and 
photoperiods), environmental enrichments (e.g., natural or artificial items like plants, rocks, 
logs), etc. 

4. Cleaning and/or sanitization of housing enclosures and accessories (feed and water bowls, 
environmental enrichment equipment)   

5. Daily animal welfare observations for general health, feed and water (including weekends and 
holidays) 

6. Regular documentation of temperature and humidity in housing with environmental controls or 
of water temperature in aquatic systems. 

7. Mechanism to notify the Attending Veterinarian for medical issues. 
8. Pest management activities. 

 
Records must be retained for at least one year and be readily available. SOPs must be approved by the 

Attending Veterinarian and are subject to review by the IACUC during semiannual inspections. 

Signage 

The reporting Animal Welfare Concerns process must be conspicuously posted for use.  

Training Requirements 

The POC for a non-research animal holding area is responsible for assuring their personnel are 

appropriately trained. Training records for individuals must be documented and accessible during IACUC 

semi-annual inspections. 

Animal Acquisition 

All animals must be legally acquired, and when necessary, have the proper state and/or federal 

collecting or holding permits 

Policy Compliance 

The IACUC will review compliance with the procedures outlined in this policy and may suspend non-

research animal use because of significant, continuous or recurring failures. In such cases, responsibility 

for animal care will revert to Laboratory Animal Resources and/or permission to hold non-research 

animals on campus may be revoked. All costs associated with this change will be borne by the POC 

and/or their administrative unit. 



 

Institutional Endorsement 

As the Institutional Official for Colorado State University, I recognize and endorse the authority and 

enforcement of the “Policy on Care of Non-Research Animals” by the IACUC. 
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